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■ trun ami lied by facsimile to Fax No.: I -703-872-9306 addressed to Examiner Alfred E_ Pudding pt the Patent and Trademark 

Office. 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

P.O, Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

AMgNpivig^T 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

This amendment is made in response to an Office Action mailed October 8, 2003. Please 
enter the amendment for the above-identified application. 



01 FCsiEOi 



MKE/B911B0.1 



PAS 1/22* RCVDAT 12/22/2003 5:54:13 PM {Eastern Standard Tom] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRf-1/2 ' DfflS:8729306' CS10:414 224 5834 ' DURATION (nun-ss):05"02 



12/22/03 16:58 FAX 414 224 5834 



W T Hi p. 



01021 



VSSN: 09/683,714 LEHMKUHL, Wade E 

Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 IXS.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshidaet al7in view of Nefiowig~(0:S75;3 1 8;370~A): — — 

Independent Claim 30 has been amended and is believed to be allowable. Claim 39 and 
40 are dependent from, directly or indirectly and therefore include all the recitations of, 
independent Claim 30, which has been amended as noted above. Therefore, Claims 39 and 40 
are believed to be allowable at least based on the patentability of Claim 30. 

Claims 41 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshida et ah in view of Awai et aL (U.S. 5,451,996 A). 

Independent Claim 30 has been amended and is believed to be allowable. Claims 41 and 
42 are dependent from, directly or indirectly and therefore include all the recitations of, 
independent Claim 30, which has been amended as noted above. Therefore, Claims 41 and 42 
are believed to be allowable at least based on the patentability of Claim 30* 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejections to Claims 1, 4, 5, 
8, 9, 15, 16, 25, 30, 36, 37, 39-40 and 41-42 be withdrawn, and subsequently allowed. 

No fee or petition is believed due. In the event that a fee or petition is due, authorization 
is given here to charge Deposit Account No. 23-2053 in the appropriate amount for such fee or 
petition* 

The Examiner is invited to call the Applicant's attorney in the event that such 
communication would facilitate allowance of the application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date; December ^«2- r2003 
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